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PRESS CONFERENCE

HAND-OUT
Online platforms, Foreign Interference and the Spread of Disinformation

Key Message

The European Union is under sustained attack from foreign actors and major digital platforms
that undermine democratic processes, freedom of expression, and media pluralism. The
European Commission has both the legal mandate and the responsibility to act decisively -
and has so far failed to do so.

1. Political Context

The destruction of the European Union has been Putin’s goal for years. Now the Trump
government has joined the club. In its National Security Strategy released on 5 December, the
US government states the objective to “cultivate resistance to Europe’s current trajectory”
and to promote a Europe of aligned nations, thus threatening to fight the existence of the
Europe Union, choosing which nations are « healthy » and which are not.

Our broad policy for Europe should prioritize:

e Reestablishing conditions of stability within Europe and strategic stability
with Russia;

e Enabling Europe to stand on its own feet and operate as a group of aligned
sovereign nations, including by taking primary responsibility for its own
defense, without being dominated by any adversarial power;

o Cultivating resistance to Europe’s current trajectory within European
nations;

¢ Opening European markets to U.S. goods and services and ensuring fair
treatment of U.S. workers and businesses;

o Building up the healthy nations of Central, Eastern, and Southern Europe
through commercial ties, weapons sales, political collaboration, and cultural
and educational exchanges;

1 Screenshot page 31, NSS

Putin and his allies have focused on disinformation campaigns and electoral
manipulation. Disinformation campaigns are nothing new, but their outstanding success is. It
is rooted in the fact that social media platforms choose to amplify and financially reward
exactly that content, making sure it reaches a high number of people. At the same time, they
reduce the visibility of journalistic content, reducing people’s access to information and
strangling publishers and journalists financially.
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2. The Role of Digital Platforms

Some of the very big online platforms, such as X or Tiktok, deliberately send their users far-
right content?, violating the choices users make. In the German election 2025, X massively

suppressed content of the Social Democrats and the Greens political parties while boosting
Putin-friendly parties?.
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2 Study “Political Bias on X before the2025 German Federal Election”: The fraction of the For You feed occurrences (red
bars) and posts on X (vellow bars) in January 2024 of the 436 members of eight German political parties, ordered by their
political ideology: from far left (BSW) to far right (AfD).
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3 Study Bertelsmann Stiftung 2025: Quantity of uploaded videos (on the left) versus videos shown in the TikTok feed (on the
right)

! Study: Auditing Political Exposure Bias: Algorithmic Amplification on Twitter/X During the 2024 U.S. Presidential Election,
November 2024 https://arxiv.org/abs/2411.01852
2 Studies: Political Biases on X before the 2025 German Federal Election, February 2025 https://arxiv.org/htm1/2503.02888v 1

and Global Witness: TikTok and X recommend pro-AfD content to non-partisan users ahead of the German elections, March
2025 https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/digital-threats/tiktok-and-x-recommend-
ahead-of-the-german-elections/

ro-afd-content-to-non-partisan-users-
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In the Polish election, amplified content consistently pushed a far-right narrative®. The X
platform suppressed the Christian-Democrats and PiS while boosting far-right Konfederacia®.

Most content shown to politically balanced new TikTok users
supported the right-wing candidate and opposed the centrist
candidate

Views of 48 posts in the For You page that expressed a view on either of the ppresidential candiates, across
three test accounts that had signalled an equal interest in the two presidential candidates

[l Posts that oppose the candidate [Ji] Posts that support the candidate

4 Global Witness report - Polish election

In Romania a sophisticated system of electoral interference was detected. Engagement-based
ranking as criteria for the reach of content is very easy to influence through bot networks. In
Romania, bot networks were used alongside with influencers, to promote one political
candidate®. At the same time, TikTok downranked all other political content, de facto
censoring every candidate except the one supported by the bot networks.

At the same time, Meta is continuing to censor women’s health, abortion and queer content®.
3. Failure of Enforcement

Itis the job of the European Commission as guardian of the treaties to protect us against these
attacks against our freedom and self-determination. As Parliament, we gave it a legal basis to
do so in the last mandate. The Digital Services Act explicitly addresses systemic risks caused
by the platforms: risks to civic discourse and elections, to freedom of expression, to media
freedom. Platforms are obliged to mitigate those risks, e.g. by modifying their algorithms.

But we do not see the European Commission doing this. The TikTok investigation on Romania
is still open, more than a year after the first round of the presidential election in 2024 had to
be cancelled. The X investigation was closed focussing on transparency issues. It is unclear

3 Study: FIMI-ISAC Polish Election Country Report 2025 https:/fimi-isac.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/FDEI-POLISH-
ELECTION-COUNTRY-REPORT-2025-2.pdf

4 Study: Algorithmic Biases on X before the 2025 Polish Presidential Election  https://zenodo.org/records/17512529

5 Global Witness investigations: https://globalwitness.org/en/press-releases/tiktok-pushes-far-right-candidate-content-in-

romanian-election-global-witness-investigation-shows/  and https://globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/digital-threats/tiktok-
algorithm-continues-to-push-multiple-times-more-far-right-content-to-users-ahead-of-romanian-election/

¢ The Guardian: Meta shuts down global accounts linked to abortion advice and queer content
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2025/dec/11/meta-shuts-down-global-accounts-linked-to-abortion-advice-

and-queer-content
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whether the algorithmic suppression of political speech is still under investigation or not, but
the election took place in February 2025.

Support for robust implementation of the digital rulebook is very strong in the European
population’.

Which of the following comes closest to your view? (%)

[l Europe should continue to enforce European laws on Big Tech companies, even if this damages relations with President Trump [ll Europe should relax the enforcement of European laws on Big Tech companies, to improve
relations with President Trump Don't know

France 23

Spain 68 16 16

5YouGov survey 2025 in Spain, Germany, France

| therefore expect the Commission to open a comprehensive investigation into algorithms
and ranking. It is very clear from the data we have, that users are not shown the content they
like, but content that enrages them and destroys their trust. This is not freedom of expression
of European citizens, it’s the freedom of Musk, Zuckerberg and the Chinese government to
manipulate public opinion in the European Union. It’s time for the European Commission to
restore users’ freedom rather than protecting the interests of big tech companies and the US
and Chinese governments.

Demands:

1. Swift conclusion of ongoing investigations, for example the one investigating TikTok’s
behaviour in the run-up to the Romanian elections and the one investigating X's
recommendation mechanisms during the German elections

2. A new investigation into X, TikTok, Facebook, Instagram and Youtube verifying which
of the platforms’” mechanisms lead to the higher reach for disinformation over factual
or journalistic content as well as for dehumanising content, with the aim of mitigating
those mechanisms. Special attention should be given to engagement-based ranking.

3. Anew investigation into a potential breach of Art. 34 of the Digital Services Act due to
suppression of freedom of expression of European citizens due to algorithmic choices
of the platform (for example downranking of content linked to women'’s health, queer
content or political content produced by democratic parties).

4. A new investigation into a potential breach of Art. 34 of the Digital Services Act linked
to systemic risks to media freedom caused by recommender systems, including
shadow-banning and engagement-based ranking.

5. Strong support including funding for a European Social Platform.

7 YouGov Survey on the implementation of digital laws, July 2025: https://peoplevsbig.tech/large-majority-of-french-german-
and-spanish-public-back-tough-eu-stance-on-big-tech-despite-risk-to-trump-relations/
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